U.S. Soccer Federation Referee Program
Referee Coach Certification Requirements
For 2027

SOCCER REFEREES

REFEREE COACH - FIRST TIME CERTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS

AGE

21 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER

LICENSING COURSE ENROLLMENT

PRE-COURSE LAWS OF THE GAME EXAMINATION
LETTER OF RECOMMENDATION FROM MEMBER OF HOME SRC OR A
NATIONAL REFEREE COACH
FIRST TIME REFEREE COACH LICENSING COURSE REGISTRATION

PREVIOUS CERTIFICATION EXPERIENCE

MUST HAVE HELD AT LEAST:
REFEREE MENTOR+ LICENSE FOR EACH OF THE PREVIOUS TWO (2)
REGISTRATION YEARS OR;

ONE (1) FIFA, PRO, OR NATIONAL MATCH OFFICIAL LICENSE WITHIN
THE CURRENT OR PREVIOUS TWO (2) REGISTRATION YEARS (NO
MENTOR OR MENTOR+ LICENSE REQUIRED)

NOTE: FIFA, PRO, OR NMO WHO START AS MENTOR+ REQUIRE
ONLY ONE (1) YEAR FOR ELIGIBILITY

SAFETY AND COMPLIANCE

SAFESPORT TRAINING
SAFE AND HEALTHY PLAYING ENVIRONMENTS
BACKGROUND SCREENING

COURSE TRAINING

ONLINE REFEREE COACH TRAINING
ONLINE LAWS OF THE GAME UPDATE
IN-PERSON REFEREE COACH COURSE — FOUR (4) DAYS

PRACTICAL ASSIGNMENTS

IN-COURSE ASSESSMENTS REQUIRING A PASSING GRADE

REFEREE COACH - RE-CERTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS

AGE

21 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER

LICENSING COURSE ENROLLMENT

REFEREE COACH RECERTIFICATION LICENSING COURSE
REGISTRATION

PREVIOUS CERTIFICATION EXPERIENCE

MUST HAVE HELD AT LEAST:
ONE (1) REFEREE COACH LICENSE OR ONE (1) NATIONAL REFEREE
COACH LICENSE WITHIN THE PREVIOUS TWO (2) REGISTRATION
YEARS

SAFETY AND COMPLIANCE

SAFESPORT TRAINING
SAFE AND HEALTHY PLAYING ENVIRONMENTS
BACKGROUND SCREENING

COURSE TRAINING

ONLINE REFEREE COACH RECERTIFICATION TRAINING
ONLINE LAWS OF THE GAME UPDATE

PRACTICAL ASSIGNMENTS

FIVE (5) EVALUATIONS OF MATCH OFFICIAL PERFORMANCE
INCLUDING POST GAME REFLECTION WITH REFEREE TEAM
MUST BE COMPLETED DURING THE PREVIOUS REGISTRATION YEAR
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